2Q2                         THE PATTERNS
praised, shee returned home wonderfull wroth, and withdrawing her self into a solitary place, began thus secretly to discourse of ye matter.    It is now fourteen yeares  since Apollonius   this  foolish   girles father departed from hence, and he neuer sendeth letters for her,  nor any  remembrance vnto her, whereby I coniecture that he is dead.    Ligozides her nurce is departed, and  there  is no bodie now of whom I   should   stande in   feare,  and   therefore  I   will now slay her,   and  dress  vp mine  owne daughter in  her apparell  and iewels.    When shee had thus resolved   her   selfe   uppon   this   wicked   purpose, in   the   mean   while   ihere   came   home   one   of their countrey villaines called Theophilus, whom shee called,  and  said  thus  vnto him:   Theophilus, my trustie friend, if euer thou looke for libertie, or that I shoulde doe thee pleasure, doe so much for me as to slay Tharsia.   Then said Theophilus : Alas mistresse, wherein hath that innocent maiden offended, that she should be slaine?   Dionisiades answered, Shee innocent! nay she is a wicked wretch, and therefore thou shalt not denie to fulfill my request, but doe as I commaund thee, or els I sweare by God thou shalt dearely repent it.    But how shall I best doe it, Mis-tres, said the villaine ?   Shee answered: shee hath a custome, as soone as shee returneth home from Schoole, not to eate meat before that she haue gone into her, Nurces sepulchre, where I would haue thee stand readie,  with a dagger drawn in thine hand; and when she is come in, gripe her by the haire of 1   the head, and so slay her : then take her bodie and cast it into the Sea, and when thou hast so done, I will make thee free, and besides reward thee liberally. Then tooke the villaine a dagger, and girded himselfe therewith, and with an heauy heart and weeping eies went forth towards the graue, saying within himselfe, Alas poore wretch that I am, alas poore Theophilus that canst not deserue thy libertie but by shedding of